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Honorable Deputy Executive Secretary Teofilo Pilando 
Honorable Undersecretaries Gettie Sandoval and Severino Catura 
Honorable Assistant Secretary Gary Domingo 
Honorable Maurice Dewulf, UNDP Resident Representative, 
Prof. Raul Pangalangan, Dean of the UP College of Law 
Excellences, colleagues from the diplomatic corps 
Distinguished delegates,  
Ladies and Gentlemen,  
 
Magandang umaga sa inyong lahat and good morning to everyone. 
 
As the resident Swiss Ambassador here in the Philippines and representing one of the co-
hosts, allow me to welcome you all to this important Regional Review Conference of the 
Geneva Declaration on Armed Violence and Development. And those who travelled here 
from abroad, please accept a warm “Mabhuay!” On behalf of the Swiss Government, I would 
also like to take this opportunity at the outset of this event to express a very sincere “Thank-
you” to the Philippine Government for hosting this regional review conference for Asia and 
the Pacific. 
 
It is an understatement to note that media are brimming with news stories on conflict and 
violence around the globe. More than half a million people are killed every year as a result of 
lethal violence in contexts of armed conflict, criminality, organized crime and urban violence. 
The vast majority of homicides occur in non-conflict settings, mostly as a result of criminal or 
politically motivated violence. Additionally, the number of deaths that occur as an indirect 
effect of violence is estimated to be at least 200’000 persons each year.  
 
Deeply concerned by the alarming incidences of armed violence, Switzerland has been 
active in violence reduction for many years. In 2006, together with UNDP, the Swiss 
government decided to organize a High Level Ministerial Summit in Geneva. On that 
occasion, the “Geneva Declaration on Armed Violence and Development” was adopted by 42 
States, a number that has since increased to 112 States. The launch of this diplomatic 
initiative reflected our common and strong political will of advancing measures to reduce 
armed violence with in order to enhance sustainable development at a global, regional and 
national level. 
 
In a broader perspective for inclusive and pro-poor development, the peoples’ safety and 
security is one of the five peace-building and state-building goals that define the strategic 
orientation of the Swiss engagements in fragile and conflict-affected situations. This 
commitment is based on the relevant international reference agreement, namely the “New 
Deal for Engagement in fragile States”. Other objectives of this framework relate to justice 
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and human rights, to economic foundations, to services and revenues and to inclusive 
politics.  
 
Switzerland believes that security of the people is clearly linked to development. While armed 
violence is an important obstacle to development, other factors such as exclusion, social 
injustice and poverty also contribute to generate insecurity, with armed violence as an 
expression of this interdependence. There are clear and proven linkages between violence in 
societies and the realisation – or indeed, non-realisation - of specific Millennium 
Development Goals. For instance, it has been shown that low-income, fragile, or conflict-
affected countries lag clearly behind in achieving the MDGs.  
 
During the next two days, we will evaluate progresses achieved and exchange good 
practices with the goal to decrease armed violence and its negative socio-economic impact.  
We will also have the opportunity to discuss how our work can be included in the post-2015 
MDG framework.  Options that should be explored include strengthening in-country 
institutions and processes for inclusive policies and conflict resolution, ensuring access to 
justice or implementing measures to reduce violent deaths and injuries.  My government is 
committed to work with all UN Member in order to successfully introduce this dimension into 
the new development framework.  
 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
 
This conference is the third of five Regional Review Conferences to take place over the 
course of this year. They are organized in order to identify regional common characteristics 
in armed violence prevention and reduction and to foster regional cooperation in this field.  
 
I am very glad to see the interest paid to the Geneva Declaration illustrated by this great 
audience here in Manila. We are all looking forward to learning from everyone’s experience.  
 
On behalf of the Government of Switzerland, I would like to thank once again the Philippines 
for their excellent work in organizing the conference and – indeed - for its support and 
commitment for the Geneva Declaration. I also wish to thank the GD Secretariat, UNDP, the 
Global Alliance on Armed Violence, as well as Kenya, the Kingdom of Morocco, and 
Guatemala who are all working with us towards the success of the Regional Review 
Conferences and the GD Process as a whole. I am convinced that our Conference today and 
tomorrow will not only generate fruitful discussions but also concrete results.  
 
Thank you very much – maraming salamat – and I look forward to many of you joining our 
cocktail reception tomorrow evening. 


